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PREFACE

Critical study of Judaism, by which is meant the form which the religion
of Israel assumed in and after the Babylonian exile, is of comparatively
recent origin.

It began seriously among Jews about the middie of the last century.
It has been continued by a number of great Jewish scholars, and
sustained by the growing self-awareness and self-expression of the
Jewish people. For over 8o years Gentile studies have established the
rootage of the Christian religion in Jewish Apocalyptic, and first-century
Judaism as the matrix of Christianity. In short, Judaism has now become
a shared object of historico-critical research by Jews and Gentiles, in
Europe, in Israel, and on the American continent. Historical works
dealing with its formative period from the Babylonian exile to the
codification of the Mishnah have appeared in many languages. Why,
then, should another series of volumes be devoted to this period now?

We begin by observing that most of the historical work — certainly
in English — was done by Jewish and Gentile scholars working indi-
vidually and independently. Great as has been their achievement,
historians of Judaism have not always been able to escape the constraints,
limitations and even distortions of their respective religious and social
traditions. No historical writing can achieve full impartiality, of course:
partiality, indeed, may have its own valuable insight. But as the study
of Judaism is peculiarly open to emotive interests and unconscious
influences which make it highly susceptible to hurtful misinterpretation,
no effort to get rid of the blinkers of tradition and prejudice may be
deemed superfluous.

The editors have therefore sought to enlist contributors from various
religious and non-religious backgrounds, and from various countries,
so that the work may be truly ecumenical and international. They have
particularly sought to bring together the two seas of Jewish and
Gentile scholarship which have hitherto been too little intermingled.
No effort has been made to reconcile contributors’ differing points of
view. Different approaches to and interpretations of the same sources
will be found here, and even contradictory treatments of certain events
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