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CHAPTER 1 29

Jews Don’t Play Golf

UR SOUTH AFRICAN AIRWAYS flight from Johannesburg

landed at Tel Avivs Ben Gurion airport on a hot summer

night. As we descended the gangway, young men from the
shadows swooped upon the disembarking passengers.

This was a reception committee with a difference. These young men were
Israeli security. Immediately, passengers were waylaid: “Where are you from,
sir? Who packed your bags, madam? Who is meeting you?”

For those not detained after their first few steps on Israeli soil, there was
still immigrations. A young lady in blue paged through my passport several
times, and then sharply asked me:

“Sir, why do you want to visit Israel?”

After listening to my reply, my inquisitor conferred with a colleague and
then stamped my entry visa. She folded it into my passport.

As 1 went through the gate, a khaki-clad woman blocked my path.

“Sir, why do you want to visit Israel?”
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