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Preface

The idea of compiling a book on American foreign policy and the Muslim 
world came to the editors in 2002 when one of them started teaching an 
undergraduate course on US foreign policy in the Department of Political 
Science at the International Islamic University Malaysia in Kuala Lumpur. He 
was struck, by the unfamiliarity of students with American domestic politics 
and the foreign policy-making system in the United States, which are both very 
important for understanding American policies toward various countries of the 
world. The idea of compiling an edited volume on American foreign policy with 

Lumpur during a discussion between the editors. They shared a strong feeling 

studying American foreign policy, in various countries in the Middle East, South 
and Southeast Asia. With this purpose in mind, al-Zaytouna Centre for Studies 
and Consultations in Beirut kindly agreed to support such a project. The purpose 
of this volume is to dispel naive ideas, and misconceptions shared by students 
about US foreign policy. The contributors to this volume explain the pattern and 
process of American foreign policy. 

Part I of this book provides an analysis of the domestic sources of American 
foreign policy (Chapter 1) using the funnel of causality model. Also, it discusses 
the rise of Christian evangelicalism (Chapter 2), the roles of neo-conservatism 
(Chapter 3) and the media in shaping American public opinion (Chapter 4), 
the role of the Israel lobby (Chapter 5), and the Muslim groups in the US in 

Part II analyses the characteristics of foreign policy of the United States. 
In doing so, the major issues of American foreign policy are discussed from 
a historical point of view (Chapter 7). In addition, the political economy of 
Washington’s policy is spelled out (Chapter 8), and the need for a paradigm shift 
in American foreign policy is emphasised (Chapter 9).

which are of special interest not only to Muslims all over the world, but to other 
world-wide peace-loving people as well. Chapter 10 provides an outsider’s 
perspective on the impact of ideological and elite interests on America’s 
Palestinian policy. The 2003 invasion and occupation of Iraq are explained in 
Chapter 11 as an example of America’s desire to build a hegemonic world order. 
America’s policy towards Iran’s nuclear programme is dealt with in Chapter 12. 
In Chapter 13, America’s Afghanistan policy is analysed. Finally, Chapter 14 
discusses the foreign policy of Barack H. Obama and analyses whether he would 
provide a new direction to America’s foreign policy toward the Muslim world.


