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PREFACE (I)

According to Muslim tradition, the Ka‘abah in Makkah
was the first Temple built for exclusively monotheistic worship,
rebuilt by Abraham and Ishmael in the place first used by Adam,
a sacred space dedicated to the One God, the All-Merciful
Creator. .

But Abraham also built another Temple in another sacred
spot. In the Qur'an, God speaks of this region as holy, in a way
that is not applied to the lands around Makkah, and in the early
years of Muhammad's message Jerusalem was the Qibla which
Muslims faced in their prayers. Abu Dharr said: T asked God's
Messenger about the first mosque on earth. "The Sacred
Mosque", he answered. "And then what?" 1 asked. "Al-Aqsa
Mosque" he said. "And how long was it between them?" I asked.
"Forty years" the Prophet replied.

Two Temples, one in a place which few would want, one
of the most hostile spots imaginable, protected from humanity by
its terrain. A forbidding land, but the holiest spot on earth - The
Ka'abah. The other Temple in a rich and fertile land, between the
Mediterranean and the Jordan river, a key meeting point between
the monumental civilisations of Egypt and Babylon, Rome and
Greece, a land over which numerous armies have fought, and
amidst the peoples of which many prophets walked. The land
around the Temple in Al-Quds, the Holy City, in the Holy Land.

But the Holy Land was there before Abraham. A
thousand years before he built his Temple there were the
Phoenicians and the Yabusiyun, and then the Canaanites with
whom the Filistines later intermarried. After being led out of
Egypt by Moses, the Jewish tribes managed to occupy Jericho,
but not until David did they manage to conquer the Holy City,
and the combined rule of David and his successor Solomon
lasted a mere eighty years. Apart from this brief period, there
never was an ancient Jewish state in the history of the region.
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After Solomon the Jewish state split briefly into Israel
and Judea, before Israel was razed to the ground by the Ashurite
King Sirjun, then Egypt subdued both Judea and Israel, and then
Nebuchadnezzar captured the whole area, destroying the Temple
in 587 BC. Persia defeated Babylon and allowed the Jews to
return, some of whom rebuilt the Temple, which remained in
existence under Alexander the Great and during the early years
of Roman rule. In 70 CE, however, Titus destroyed the Temple
and left it in ruins, though it took Hadrian to remove all trace of
the Temple, and replace it with one in honour of Jupiter, fulfilling
the words of Jesus "I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be
left on another; every one will be thrown down."

This latter Roman construction was itself destroyed by
Constantine, after which the site remained empty and was used
as a public midden until the Islamic era, heralded by the entry of
Umar into the city after the Muslims defeated the Romans at the
battle of Yarmuk in 636 CE. From then on, apart from the 90
years in which it was occupied by the Crusaders, Al-Quds, the
Holy City, and Masjid Al-Aqgsa, the Noble Sanctuary, remained
continuously under Muslim control for nearly 1300 years until
conquered by the British in 1917.

When the first Caliph, Abu Bakr, sent a military
expedition to Jerusalem, his parting words were "I recommend
that you fear God and obey Him. When you engage enemies and
win over them, do not loot, do not mutilate the dead, do not
commit treachery, do not behave cowardly, do not kill children,
the elderly or women, do not burn trees or damage crops, do not
kill an animal unless lawfully acquired for food." With the arrival
of the second Caliph, Umar, in the city, the new administration of
Islamic law and justice was set in place, ensuring protection for
Jews and Christians, their churches and synagogties, land and
property, all this enshrined in Umar's 'Assurance of Safety'.
Under the Muslim administration, numbers of Jews began to
return to the City for the first time since being banished by
Hadrian.



