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PREFACE

This brief history traces the evolution of Israel from an idea
grounded in ancient history and tradition to a modern, demo-
cratic, economically prosperous, highly developed state. This is the
story of the nation of Israel and its people—its trials and tribulations,
its achievements and accomplishments, and its challenges.

The work seeks to encompass, in short space, a very complex and
continuing history. In doing so, it focuses on the main themes of estab-
lishing the state and ensuring its continued existence—that is, the
history of how it got to where it is today and what challenges remain.
Israel’s story is about determined and talented individuals working to
overcome both obstacles and opposition to make Israel a reality that
could contribute to the history of the Jewish people and be a positive
force in the international system. Given the varied and complex history
of the Jewish state, numerous themes are related, but not all can be
developed to their full extent in this volume. Thus, the reader is guided
through the extensive literature that can help elaborate and explore the
numerous themes discussed briefly in this book.

Since the publication of the first edition of A Brief History of Israel
significant changes have occurred in Israel's domestic political arena
and its foreign and security policies. A seventh Arab-Israel war, this
time with Israel facing a non-state entity (Hizballah), ushered in a new
type of conflict, instability, and political uncertainty. At the same time,
Ariel Sharon’s incapacitating stroke and Amir Peretz’s defeat of Shimon
Peres as Labor Party leader removed the remaining two historic lead-
ers of Israel and ushered in a new generation of leadership and a new
political constellation.

The reader will note that this edition does not simply bring the story
of Israel up to date, but includes numerous additions and changes
throughout the text, pictures, sidebars, appendices, chronology, glos-
sary, bibliography, and reading list. All elements of the book have
been reviewed and revised. These alterations and modifications reflect
changes in the history, the appearance of new literature on the themes
considered here, and new sources of information that the reader will
find useful and enlightening.

Xi



